Demographic differences between consenters and non-consenters in an obstetric anesthesiology clinical study.
Willingness to participate in obstetric anesthesiology clinical studies may be influenced by age, parity or ethnicity. This study was designed to determine whether there were demographic differences between consenters and non-consenters in a minimum local analgesic concentration clinical study. Four hundred and fifty-two women were approached for the study and the age, ethnicity and parity of patients who consented or declined to participate were collected. Ethnicity was categorized as Asian or Pacific Islander, black, Hispanic, white, or other. Parametric data were analyzed using t-tests and non-parametric data using chi(2) tests. There were no significant differences in the consent rate based on age or parity. Black Americans were more likely to consent than Asian Americans (P<0.001) and as likely to consent as white Americans. There were no statistically significant differences in the consent rate between Caucasian and Asian Americans. More studies are needed to determine the socioeconomic and demographic factors that affect consent rates of labor patients.